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Christimas: The
day of the cele-
bration of Jesus
Christ’s  Bitth
These days many

people  don't
know the true
tmeaning of

Christmas. They usually
think Christmas is just a day to give
gifts to one ancther Most people love
Christmas, hecause they either lowve to
receive presents, or love to shop around

atnd by others present. They think of it as

The world of today iz one which is not only
gripped by changing technologies and political
situations, but more than anything a growing
change in the foundations of the lives of individu-

ale and the ma.tmerwq‘ ¥
in which individuals ® &0

choose to progress |
as members of hu- |
thanity in Creation.
The norms of the

prominent  role
teligion in daily life
slowly iz eradicat-
g and faith in ad- g
dition to religious S8
patticipation iz oft
save ' F
for the association
that one makes as|
being a “Christian”
atid as such aﬁ,endmg Chutch a fewr tithes it a yeat,
not to grow in knowledge of the religion and create
faith boat rather simply to fulfill social and tradition
obligations. Where is faith? Where iz a desire to
comnit ones’ earthly life to a cause? How long

the
of [

The True Meaning of Christmas

a day to get out of school or work, and to
stay home watching television with their
family. Everyone eats as much as they can
because of the famous Christmas dinner.
If the adults thunk thiz way dbout Christ-
mas, then future generations will think
alike az well We have to teach our kids
what the true meaning of Christmas is. We
nieed to make them understand that it’s not
all ahout the gifts, the food, or even Banta
Claus. The actual meaning of Christmas
has been butied becanse of these stereo-
tipes.

Christmas iz celebrated on December

Our Future is in Our Youth

shall individuals effortlessly harness lives which
are simply designed for personal pleasure? More
than angthing it iz the time for us, young people,
to Lift up [owt] minds® and find a cause. Faith

| does not have to he
a testrictive dicta-
torship (as promul-
gated by the anti-
Christianity forces).
~ Mal Faith in Jesus

Christ 15 the avenue
C through which  we
cati reach salvation
and & place in
God’s Glonous and
un-ceasing Hing-
~ dom. Of course, it is
Tundeniahle  that
from the first to the
last we are all sin-
netrz enmeshed in

wotldly des:res althu:uugh our Baviot, the Light of
the Wotld [JTohn 8:12] always calls us to take up
our Cross [Mlatthew 16:24] and follow Him. Our
Lord also invites us to join in fellowshdp with Him
atid for all those who labor and are heavy laden to

(Comsirared om page 2)

25 every year, this a
major day in the Chris-
tiatn religion because it
symbolizes the day Christ
was botn The main rea-
sotn we give gifts to
each other iz because
God gave us a gift:
Hizs Zon, Jesus Chris.
His gift to mankind was
to give Hizs one and oy Son to us to
cleanze uz from our sins. In addition to
that, the three wise men came to the stable

(Comtirned on page )
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Announcements

Congratulations to
Deacon Sami Yowel
Aday on his ordination

(Comtrued fioom page 1)

cotme to Him [Ddatthew
11:28] and seek rest.

We woung people must
take charge and find faith
atid a place within the

as Deacon to Saint
Andrew Parish, IL

Church. The Assyrian
Church  of the East,
through her glorious his-

School Tutoring tory has always opened
Every Monday avd | the doors to those who
Wednesday af 5t wish to hear the life-

Andrew s Farish, IL
Jrom 600 - 500 Fif

giving words of the Gos-
pel. And the Assyrian
Chuch of the East has today reached
a crosstoads where she has been left
to us, the young people, not only

those of the Assyrian nationality, but all who wish to join the
Church, because the Church of the East is troly Uidversal and
accepts people of all nations into its fold. We must take action
atid no longer sit idlel We are the future of the Church and ondy
through our dedication to the Church and mandate to work for its
gloty will we be able to firstly contitnie preaching the Gospel of
O Lord and Savior and secondly, restore the Assyrian Church
of the East to the stature it once held in God’s Creation. My
brothers and sisters it Christ, with great knowledge or little, with
strong faith or weak faith, with fear or apprehension; do not shy
from joitdng in the activities of the Church, An academic knowl-
edze of the Holy Bible, the history of the Church or even the
basics of the Chutch are not requited for membership, AU that is
tequited iz a desire to take pat and grow in faith, And the A ssyr-
iatn Church of the East worddwide provides us many opportuod-
ties to joinn the fold. Through social educational and messiatic

activities we have ample oppottunities to make a difference.

O parents, clergrman and community leaders have pre-
served the Church of our aticestors and remained tnie and stead-
fast i their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us continie the
mizsion of the Clurch and be the breath of fresh air which the
Church so desperately needs today. Whether one is simply an
attenndes or iz a leader in Church activities every individual is
valued immeasurably and we will be able to do what our great
predecessors did, to try evangelize the world.

Let ug abandon anger, hatred and ighorancel Let usz attempt
to tid ourselves of worldly sin and rejoice always that our Lord is
Rizen. It ondy up tous to accept Him, profess Him and love Him,
Let us rejoice always: Hosanna in the Highest [MWark 11:10].

By Joseph Haweil, 18 - Melbourne, Australia

An Assyrian-American’s view to Saddam’s Verdict

Grace Abraham, 23 - Morton Grove

Mow 5, 2006—The trial verdict of former
Iragi President Saddam Hussein was an-
tiounced, convicting Baddam of crimes
agaitist lnamanity and sentencing him to
death by hanging It was the equivalent
of an A merican 4 of July in the streets of
Baghdad when the news of Hussein’s
sentenicing had spread throughowt the city,
The sound of gunshots rang o, this time
in celebration rather than in violence,
(MEHNEBCY  Ewvidently there were some
Iragiz and even some Americans that cele-
brated the guilty verdict of Jaddam Hus-
geity, bt the question now is what kind of
future doIragis face? The long term con-

secuences for [rag are unlnown, but there
18 no doubt that this trial will leave its
legacy in Iragi history, Although the wer-
dict will automatically be appealed, the
main focus i now o the Tragl people and
what it means for them. There are many
mixed feelings among the people of Irag
atid maty of them are on opposite ex-
tremes. The popular opinion of many
& ssyrian-Americans is that the verdict is
just atd fair. Justice will be served to the
mat who has tortured so many of his own
people and deiven many out of their
homeland.  Bome, however, are against
Saddam’s hanging feeling that Trag will
never be the same because it was Saddam
who kept the country united amidst the
warring cultural groups. Though there are

maty people with opinions on opposite
sides of this spectrum, many have mixed
feelings. As one student in Basra de-
sctibes, it 15 an overwhelming mixture of
joy and anxiety, caubion and surprise.
(BEBC Mews) Once more, the focus lies
ot the future of Iraq without Saddam,
when most of the people of Irag now did
not know life without Saddam.  As we
have seen these past wears, coping with
niew laws and extreme changes has proven
very diffieult. If there is any progress at
all, it will ke a hlessing for a worn and
tited country that needs nothing more bt
rejuvenation of the life and heauty it once
possessed.
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